
         

 

 

THANK YOU FOR ALL THAT YOU DID IN 2009 

New Briain Power Squadron members deserve a heartfelt "THANK YOU" in appreciation for their 

contributions to further the fraternal, educational and civic objectives of the Squadron and those of 

USPS.  Here is a partial list of what they did and what you can do in 2010:  assisted instructors at public 

boating classes; continuously helped set up/clean up or cook at squadron or District meetings and 

functions; made numerous phone calls to members; sent get well/sympathy cards; provided or arranged 

for entertainment or speakers; presented seminars or taught courses; played Santa; hosted 

meetings/gatherings; worked at the Berlin Fair and Hartford Boat Show booths; arranged for courses 

and materials; advertized events in newspapers, community boards or radio; set up displays in local 

libraries; handled various finances/legal matters; arranged for and/or did vessel safety checks.   

The following members are New Britain Power Squadron's MERIT MARK recipients for 2009: 

Ray Andreski  Paul Bialecki  Bill Butterly  Bob Chase 

Richard Cronkhite Alicia Cyr  Steven Cyr  Linda DeConti   

Robert DeConti  John DeSouza  Murielle DeSouza Edward Engelhardt  

Edward Friedman Esia Friedman  Roy Gilley  Charlotte Gregory  

Tom Kirkwood  John Matulis  Irene Matulis  James Matulis   

David McKnight  Mark Senerth 

 

Of special note:  Robert DeConti received his Life Membership in 2009; while Esia Friedman will recieve 

her 25th Merit Mark and will be acknowledged at the Spring Conference in 2010.  Congratulations! 

 

MOVES AND CHANGES TO NBPS 

Our SEO, Ray Andreski, moved to Florida this year.  Bob Chase became the new SEO and Bill Butterly 

graciously accepted the position of Assistant Squadron Education Officer. 



         

USPS Adopts SailAngle.com as Standard Communication Platform   (excerpts from 

www.USPS.org-news) 

On 1 November 2009, USPS and SailAngle.com LLC, a new boating webite launched in January 2009, 

announced the signing of an agreement that will pave the way to bring the members of USPS onto 

SailAngle.com. 

"SailAngle.com worked with us to create special private communities for our members that will 

significantly impove our internal communication," said Creighton Maynard, the Chief Commander for 

USPS.  "In addition, our members will have assess to the many additional features on SailAngle.com that 

are important for boaters." 

"We are very happy to be associated with the United States Power Suadrons," said Randy White, Co-

Founder and President of SailAngle.com  "We created private groups for each of the 450 USPS 

Squadrons and organized them according to the 33 USPS Districts," continued White.  "This allows the 

national organization single click commuication with the entire membership and similar single click 

communcation from the Districts to their respective Squadrons." 

The long term goal is to have all members on SailAngle and use SailAngle as a primary communications 

tool.  This helps in two ways: 1) SailAngle allows members of individual squadron to link to other 

members, 2) SailAngle solves the logistics problem of a) keeping track of changing emails, b) getting the 

changes to all the members.  To be effective, all members need to sign up and become familiar with 

SaiAngle.com.  To become a member of SailAngle, all that is necessary is to log on to the USPS 

homepage http://www.usps.org .  Then click on the SailAngle icon in the upper left side of the home 

page.  This will require you to log into USPS if you are not already set up, but all it takes is your 

certificate number and zip code.  Once you have logged in to USPS your information will be 

automatically synchronized with the new SailAngle system.  A few of our members have signed up thus 

far.  This will be a gradual process, but it will become a new communicatios tool at all levels for USPS. 

EDUCATION REPORT 

NBPS is in need of instructors and assistants for its boating classes and/or advanced courses.  In fact, the 

New Britain Parks and Recreation has requested a boating course during May-June of 2010.  Please 

contact Robert Chase, SEO, now, if you can teach such a course at that time.  Robert can be reached at 

860-748-6079 or e-mail: rchaseseadog@netzero.com.   

The next public boating class will be held at Berlin High School, the first week of February, shortly after 

the Hartford Boat Show.  Registration will take place through the New Britain Adult Education program. 

NBPS presented several successful USPS Seminars during 2009.  They included Paddle Smart,  Using GPS, 

and How To Read a Chart.  A couple of potenial new members emerged from the many non-members 

that attended the seminars. 

Successful boating courses were taught in Berlin, Bristol and Plainville throughout 2009. 



         

 USPS DISTRICT 1 YOUTH CONTEST 

Here is a unique project to spark your kids', grandkids', scout troops', or their friends' interest in boating 

during the winter.  Work as an individual or in a group.  Present an original idea or method to promote 

safe, fun boating.  Groups will use the same age classifications with the oldest member setting the class.   

Class A: up to age 10 

Class B: age 11-14 

Class C: age 15-17 

 

Guidlines:   

1. This contest is open to anyone uner the age of 18 years. May be relatives, friends, scouts or strangers.   

2. A working model, or full size, of invention must be displayed at the Spring 2010 D-1 Conference.  In 

place of a model, invention maybe explained using posters, graphs, etc.   

3. Contestants may work alone or as a group.  Ownership of idea or invention will remain the property 

of participant unless given to the District in writing.  Judging will take polace during the morning 

breakout session and awards made during the luncheon. 

 

HARTFORD BOAT SHOW 2010 JANUARY 28-31 

As in the past, Hartford Power Squadron will again host a booth at the Hartford Boat Show and 

members of NBPS have helped staff their booth.  If you are interested in helping out this year, contact 

Frank Pascucci at 860-635-3172 or e-mail fpascucci@comcast.net.  Helping out helps gain you a merit 

mark and also promotes our own squadron and its upcoming February boating course in Berlin. 

BUS TO THE NEW YORK BOAT SHOW  

Hartford's annual bus trip to the NY Boat Show will again take place on January 23, 2010.  The bus leaves 

at 7:00 A.M. from the Commuter Lot across from Target near West Farms Mall.  It returns around 7:00 

P.M.  Cost is $41 pp.   Contact George Gwizd at 860-388-9988 or e-mail gwizd@sbcglobal.net. 

D-1 COUNCIL MEETING  

The District 1 Council Meeting will take place on February 26 at Northeast Utilities on the Berlin 

Turnpike beginning at 7:00 P.M.  Please make an effort to attend and get updated on National and 

District business. 

NBPS EXECUTIVE MEETING   January 5, 2010 Crossroads Church of God, 7:00 P.M. 



         

AFTER HOLIDAY GATHERING at  
THE STONEWELL RESTAURANT 

354 Colt Highway 
Farmington, CT 06032 

Come join the members of NBPS at 
Farmington's premier restaurant on January 17, 2010 

beginning at 1:00 P.M.  A private room has been reserved in the name of New Britain Power 

Squadron.  Order off the menu or enjoy their Sunday brunch ($17.99 pp; children under 10, 

$9.99).  Check out the menu at http://www.thestonewell.com/ 

Please RSVP before January 12 to Charlotte Gregory at 860-223-1890 or e-mail: 

pelicanspouch@hotmail.com.  This "gathering" is always fun and entertaining! 

   2009 REMEMBERED 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR 

2010 


